
 

GCSE Double Award Biology Foundation Tier 

Unit 4/Biology 2: Topic 4.4 

Variation and evolution 
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The dodo is an extinct bird that lived on the island of Mauritius in the Indian Ocean.  It is 

believed to have evolved from pigeon like birds that flew to the island millions of year ago. 

The dodo was a large, fat ground bird that could not fly. It nested and fed on fruit and seeds 

found on the ground. The dodo was not scared of humans and easy to catch as it had no 

natural predators. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dutch sailors arrived on the island bring animals including cats, dogs and rats. The Dodo 

became extinct within 80 years. 

(a) The dodo was well adapted to it environment before the sailors arrived, state what 

could have caused it to die out and explain by linking to its adaptions? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………[1] 

(b) Why didn’t the dodo evolve to adapt to the new conditions? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………[1] 

(c) Suggest how the flightless dodo evolved from the pigeon-like ancestor. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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